no

NEWNES'   PICTORIAL   KNOWLEDGE

AT A CUILDRKN'S  PiONHICK CAMP

A feature of life in the Soviet Union is the establishment, of n>,st centre!) on (he sunny shores of
the Crimea where people can go for holichtyH and for coiivale.sr.enr.e a Her illm'wi. At Arlek, on
the Black Sea, there is a JamouN camp for those girls ami l>oy,s who belong to (he, Young
Pioneers, a Russian youth movement, and we see somo of the campers ul>ove. Children
go to Artek from all parts of the Union,

three-quarters make their home on the
European side of the Union.

It is therefore no longer strictly
correct to speak of Russia, ami the
name to use for this division of the
world, almost as big as a continent, is
the U.S.S.R., or Soviet Union. Within
this colossal tract of territory we may
say that the main resources, such as
minerals, foodstuff and raw materials,
come under State control and do not
belong to private individuals, At the
same time, they arc all developed for
the good of the people.

As one example of how this system
functions, let us consider the collective
farms which are lent by the State,
some of them so large that they may
occupy the area of an English county,
In the early years of this century then;
were in the Russian Empire several
millions of small farms in the hands

of the peasants, most of whom were
entirely without, education and who
did not possess the means for purchasing
machinery, or even seeds and livestock
of the finest strain.
Thus, the land is now loaned by
the State and extensive1, communal
farms have been established to be
worked by the peasants with tractors
and other expensive equipment supplied
by the Government, This means that
land can be cultivated much more
profitably and the individual peasant
is paid for his labour, some of his wages
being in the form of produce which he
can sell in the open market if he wishes.
The State repays itself for the loan of
machinery by retaining its share of the
crops; and it may be: explained, further,
that it has its scientists to ensure the
best seeds, the finest fertilisers and the
most suitable type of livestock.